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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

1. Claim 45 recites the limitation "the muliplexer" in line 9. There is insufficient 
antecedent. basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Double Patenting 

2. A rejection based on double patenting of the "same invention" type finds its 
support in the language of 35 U.S.C. 101 which states that "whoever invents or 
discovers any new and useful process ... may obtain a patent therefor." (Emphasis 
added). Thus, the term "same invention," in this context, means an invention drawn to 
identical subject matter. See Miller v. Eagle Mfg. Co., 151 U.S. 186 (1894); In re 
Ockert, 245 F.2d 467, 114 USPQ 330 (CCPA 1957); and In re Vogel, 422 F.2d 438, 164 
USPQ 619 (CCPA 1970). 

A statutory type (35 U.S.C. 101) double patenting rejection can be overcome by 
canceling or amending the conflicting claims so they are no longer coextensive in 
scope. The filing of a terminal disclaimer cannot overcome a double patenting rejection 
based upon 35 U.S.C. 101. 

3. Claims 39-58 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 as claiming the same invention 
as that of claims 11, 16-17, 21-23 of prior U.S. Patent No. 6,741,834 B1. This is a 
double patenting rejection. 

Regarding claims 39, 47 and 52, U.S. Patent No. 6,741,834 B1 shows a 
terrestrial repeater, comprising: a repeater receiver, disposed in one of a plurality of 
local broadcast regions within a national broadcast region, the repeater receiver for 
receiving a signal transmitted by a satellite including national media programs intended 
for reception in the national broadcast region and regional media programs; a processor 
for filtering the signal to pass only the regional media programs intended for reception in 
the one of the plurality of local broadcast regions; a repeater transmitter, 
communicatively coupled to the repeater receiver, for transmitting the passed regional 
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media programs intended for reception in the one of the plurality of local broadcast 
regions (claim 1 ). 

Regarding claims 40 and 48, U.S. Patent No. 6,741 ,834 B1 shows where the 
repeater transmitter further transmits national media programs to receivers disposed m 
the local broadcast region (claim 1 ). 

Regarding claims 41 and 49, U.S. Patent No. 6,741,834 B1 shows where the 
processor further stores and repeats regional media programs (claim 16). 

Regarding claims 42, 50 and 57, U.S. Patent No. 6,741 ,834 B1 shows where the 
processor further stores and retransmits regional program guide information at a 
repetition rate (claim 16). 

Regarding claims 43, 51 and 58, U.S. Patent No. 6,741,834 B1 shows where the 
signal comprises media programs intended for reception in a second local broadcast 
region; and the repetition rate of the regional media programs is selected to utilize a 
repeater transmission capacity that would otherwise have been used to transmit the 
regional media programs intended for reception in the second local broadcast region 
(claim 17). 

Regarding claim 44, U.S. Patent No. 6,741,834 B1 shows where the processor 
filters the signal to pass only the regional media programs intended for reception in the 
one of the plurality of local broadcast regions by performing the steps of: scanning 
metadata of the signal for local broadcast identifiers; and comparing the local broadcast 
identifiers with the local broadcast identifier of the repeater (claims 12, 15 and 21). 
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Regarding claim 45, U.S. Patent No. 6,741,834 B1 shows a terrestrial repeater, 
comprising: a repeater receiver, disposed in one of a plurality of local broadcast regions 
within a national broadcast region, the repeater receiver for receiving a signal including 
national media programs intended for reception in the national broadcast region and 
regional media programs; a processor, communicatively coupled to the repeater 
receiver, for filtering the regional media programs to pass regional media programs 
intended for reception in the one of a plurality of local broadcast regions from the 
regional media programs by comparing identifiers included in the signal against a local 
broadcast identifier of the terrestrial repeater; and a repeater transmitter, 
communicatively coupled to the repeater receiver and the multiplexer, for transmitting 
the filtered regional media programs to receivers disposed in the local broadcast region 
(claims 12 and 21). 

Regarding claim 46, U.S. Patent No. 6,741,834 B1 shows where the repeater 
transmitter further transmits the local broadcast identifier to receivers disposed in the 
local broadcast region (claim 13). 

Regarding claim 53, U.S. Patent No. 6,741,834 B1 shows where the first signal 
further comprises electronic program guide (EPG) information, and where the system 
further comprises a receiver having an EPG data module for generating an integrated 
EPG having the national media programs and only the regional media programs 
intended for reception in the determined broadcast region (claim 22). 

Regarding claim 54, U.S. Patent No. 6,741,834 B1 shows where a receiver, 
disposed in the local broadcast region, the receiver comprising: a tuner module for 
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receiving the second signal from the terrestrial repeater, a location module, for 
determining the local broadcast region (claim 21). 

Regarding claim 55, U.S. Patent No. 6,741,834 B1 shows where the location 
module comprises: a global positioning system (GPS) receiver, for providing receiver 
position information; and a memory, for storing information relating receiver position 
information to the local broadcast region (claim 23). 

Regarding claim 56, U.S. Patent No. 6,741,834 B1 shows where the location 
module comprises: a radio broadcast data system (RDBS) compliant tuner for receiving 
information indicating the local broadcast information (claim 21 ). 
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Conclusion 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Angelica Perez whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7885. The examiner can normally be reached on 6:00 a.m. - 1:30 p.m., Monday - 
Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nay Maung can be reached on (571) 272-7882. The fax phone numbers for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 571-273-8300 for 
regular communications and for After Final communications. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either the PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information 
for unpublished applications is available through the Private PAIR only. For more 
information about the pair system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have 
questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). Information regarding Patent Application 
Information Retrieval (PAIR) system can be found at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the TC 2600's customer service number is 703-306- 
0377. 



Application/Control Number: 10/797,438 
Art Unit: 2618 



Page 7 




Angefica Pere 
Examiner 



Art Unit 2618 



October 19, 2006 



